The Logical Structure
of Objectivism

“Beta’ Version

By William Thomasand David Kelley



Preface to the “Beta’ Version

Thisvolumeisaworking draft, produced for the“ L ogical Structure of
Objectivism” course at the 1999 Ingtitute for Objectivist Studies Summer Semi-
nar. The purpose of the“beta” version isto provide the course participantswith
atextbook, and to allow us, the authors, to obtain awider reader response be-
forewedo our final revisionson thefirst edition. In effect, weareinviting the
course participantsto contribute to the re-writing process.

Readers may noticethat thisis arough document in several respects.
The earlier chapters are more polished that the later ones. The notes are still
incomplete, and although it ismentioned at several pointsinthetext, thereisas
yet no “fold out diagram” to show the entire pattern of argument in one page.
Thetext has not received the meticul ous proof-reading for typographical errors
that one expects of a book published for sale. All these shortcomings are the
sign of awork-in-progress. As such, this “beta” version is not for resale or
scholarly citation. Of course, all rightsto thetext and diagrams are reserved.

Nevertheless, this version is the product of a thorough composition
process, and it isessentially sound. We stand behind thelogic of the arguments
and the appropriateness of the evidence on which they are based. Althoughwe
anticipate further revisions before publication, we expect these to be largely
stylistic. The“beta” versionishome cooking, but it isan intellectual meal for
all that.

But first, aword of thanks: We are especially grateful for the com-
ments and support we havereceived from Frank Bubb, Eyal Mozes, David Ross,
Roger Donway, and Donald Heath, and a so for the contributions of many oth-
ers. We thank them for the improvements that have resulted from their com-
ments, but, to practice what we preach, we take full responsibility for the final
product.

Feel freetodigin.

William Thomasand David Kelley
June5, 1999



